Poetry Analysis

TP – CASTT

Title 


Ponder the title before reading the poem 

(predict what the poem may be about, what hints of meaning does it provide)
Paraphrase

Translate the poem into your own words
(can be line by line translation or a couple lines for each stanza – depends on the poem)

Connotation

Contemplate the poem for meaning beyond literal 
(examine any and ALL poetic devices: emotional overtones, figurative language, symbolism, sound devices, diction, point of view,  how the devices contribute to meaning and/or the effect.  There are always a variety of possibilities for responses)

Attitude

Observe both the speaker’s and the poet’s attitude
(examine the diction, images, and details that suggest the speaker’s attitude toward the subject and contributes to understanding)

Shifts


Note shifts in speakers, attitudes, format structure, tone etc.
(trace the changing feelings from beginning to end.  Things to look for: key words (but, yet, however, although), punctuation (dashes, periods, colons, ellipsis), stanza divisions, changes in line or stanza length or both, irony (sometimes hides shifts), effect of structure on meaning, changes in sound that may indicate changes in meaning, changes in diction (slang to formal language)
Title


Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level
(examine title on an interpretive level – what does it mean to the poem? Who does it affect the poem?)

Theme

Determine what the poet is saying
(recognize the human experience, motivation or condition suggested by the poem. Easy steps to determine theme:  summarize the plot, list the subject or subjects, then determine what the poet is saying about each subject

